Reading Questions for House on Mango Street -- Part 3 (opened Feb. 11 / due Feb. 18)

Students, 
Give short, well thought-out answers in complete sentences for the following questions on The House on Mango Street.
32. "Sally"
Compare the portrait of Sally to that of Marin in "Marin." How is Esperanza’s relationship with Sally different?
33. "Minerva Writes Poems"
With what tone is Esperanza’s plaintive "There is nothing I can do" conveyed? [p. 85]
34. "Bums in the Attic"
Why does Esperanza wish to house “bums” in her attic?
35. "Beautiful & Cruel"
Does Esperanza reconcile the images of herself as "ugly" [p. 88] and "beautiful and cruel," and what does each self-image imply about her future?
36. "A Smart Cookie"
What does Esperanza learn from her mother in this story, and how might their relationship be characterized?
37. "What Sally Said"
With what tone does Esperanza convey the violence Sally suffers? How does this tone convey her attitude toward abuse? Has Esperanza’s attitude changed from the earlier stories? Compare Esperanza’s family’s response toward this abuse with how the community reacts toward domestic violence and abuse in general.
38. "The Monkey Garden"
What is the nature of Sally’s and Esperanza’s friendship? Can Esperanza ever recover what she lost in the monkey garden? What does the monkey garden symbolize?
39. "Red Clowns"
What does Esperanza lose in "Red Clowns," and how does it compare to her loss in "The Monkey Garden"? What clues does Cisneros provide the reader about the precise nature of the assault on Esperanza?
40. "Linoleum Roses"
How and why has Esperanza’s tone toward Sally changed?
41. "The Three Sisters"
In what way do the Sisters provide the decisive turning point for Esperanza? How does Esperanza’s community fit into her vision of her own future?
42. "Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps"
What is the significance of the fact that the only lasting friendship Esperanza seems to have is with Alicia?

43. "A House of My Own"
How does Esperanza’s dream house in this story and in "Bums in the Attic" differ from Sally’s dream house in "Linoleum Roses"? How does Cisneros utilize the recurring image of a house as a metaphor to tie her stories together thematically and structurally? Is the house a positive or negative image? What does it alternatively preserve or imprison within its walls, and what does it keep out? How is Esperanza’s house on Mango Street alike or different from the other houses portrayed in the stories? 
44. "Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes"
Why must Mango say goodbye to Esperanza, and not vice versa? Why is Mango Street personified as a "she"? Might Esperanza’s view of her own name have changed at this point, and, if so, how might she describe it? 
__________________





















Discussion questions:
This Discussion allows you to SHARE your impression of the novel as well as POST any overall questions or any problems that you have with the novel.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. What is your further impressions of the novel, its structure, and the topic of immigration?

2. What are you overall thoughts about the novel?

3. What aspects of the novel would you share with other students or with a friend who is interested in the topics of immigrants and immigration?

4. What aspects of the novel are unclear or that you do not understand.

5. Ask any question or share any point of view about the novel or its topic of immigration.


